The U.S. Story – WWI

Neutrality Reigns Early – USA staying in their hemisphere
August, 1914 – War breaks out in Europe, the U.S. doesn’t join ( Europe’s problem to deal with and not worth the potential loss of American life in battle
Germany’s First Action to Upset the USA – The Lusitania sinking of 1915

May 7, 1915 – Lusitania is a British ocean-liner that leaves NY for Liverpool ( it is sunk off the coast of Ireland killing 1195 ( 159 are American

· USA is outraged at this act

· Germany defends the act by stating that the ship was 
1) a British passenger ship (enemy ship)

2) carrying war munitions

3) attacked in the war zone surrounding Great Britain – passengers were warned
Is this really an act that should upset the USA?

Germany’s Second Action to Upset the USA – Zimmerman Telegram

January, 1917 – Germany sends a message to Mexico asking them to join the Triple Alliance and help invade US
· USA intercepts the message ( they no know that Germany wants to fight them

· Mexico is directly south of the USA and could invade the southern USA directly

Results of the Zimmerman Telegram

USA feels threatened  and decides to join war
April, 1917 ( USA declares war on Germany and her allies
* That same month, Canada won the first major allied victory at Vimy Ridge

** By November of 1918, the war will be over
Notice!
Travellers intending to embark on the Atlantic voyage are reminded that a state of war exists between Germany and her allies and Great Britain and her allies; that the zone of war includes the waters adjacent to the British Isles; that, in accordance with formal notice given by the Imperial German Government, vessels flying the flag of Great Britain, or any of her allies, are liable to destruction in those waters and that travellers sailing in the war zone on the ships of Great Britain or her allies do so at their own risk.
Imperial German Embassy
Washington, D.C., April 22, 1915.

Lusitania was indeed officially listed as an auxiliary war ship:

Cargo - 4,200,000 rounds of rifle cartridges, 1,250 empty shell cases, and 18 cases of non-explosive fuses

