Causes of World War I
- Timing Was Everything -

Militarism - Germany and Great Britain ( Building Big Weapons of War

· Before WWI, the major empires of the world were building up their militaries in preparation for a future war

· Naval Arms Race ( Germany was rivalling Great Britain on the open seas by building up their navy

· Countries were ready to test the massive armies they had created ( some were simply looking for a reason to show their dominance

Alliances
· Large nations are aware of the threat of neighbouring nations

· In order to protect each other, they have formed alliances to assure mutual protection

· An example of this is the alliance between France and Russia that formed decades before WWI as a response to the threat of a growing Germany in central Europe

Imperialism
· Empires rule the world by taking over smaller, weaker countries

· These smaller nations become supply raw materials to the large empires

· This system catapults a regional conflict into a full-scale world war

Nationalism
· Major empires rule the continent of Europe

· Smaller nations want independence from their ruling governments

· This is the case with Serbia that fights to break free from Austria-Hungary

· The model of government begins to change ( small nations want self-rule (Canada is an example of this)
Order of Events

1. A Serbian terrorist (Gavrillo Princip) kills the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo

2. Austria retaliates by sending Serbia an “ultimatum”

3. Serbia refuses to meet one of the three demands contained in the ultimatum, Austria considers this a form of declaring war against them

4. Serbian is supported by Russia

5. Austrian is supported by Germany
6. France comes to Russia’s support ( old treaty where they promised to protect
7. Germany declares war on Russia and Serbia

8. France and Russia declare war on Austria-Hungary and Germany

9. Schleiffen Plan ( Germany invades France through Belgium

10. Great Britain had promised to protect Belgian neutrality since 1839 ( now that Belgium is invaded, GB declares war on Austria-Hungary and Germany
11. Alliances are drawn, Europe is divided: Triple Alliance vs. Triple Entente

Triple Alliance



Triple Entente
Austria-Hungary



Serbia and Russia
Germany




France (because of Russia)

Italy & Ottoman Empire (Turkey)

Great Britain (because of Belgium)

· Canada

· Australia

· India

* None of the participating nations understood how gruesome modern warfare had become ( they should have paid attention to the U.S. Civil War (1860-1865)
** Most nations thought the war that began in September would be over by Christmas. They saw it as an opportunity to show the world their dominance and take a bigger piece of the European puzzle.

